GEORGE THE THIRD
victory.' Why should he be denied office in the Army when
* the younger branches of my family are either Generals or
Lieutenant-Generals/ He felt his position acutely.
... I, who am Prince of Wales [he added], am to remain Colonel
of Dragoons. There is something so humiliating in the contrast,
that those who are' at a distance would either doubt the reality, or
suppose that to be my fault which is only my misfortune.
One wonders whether or not the King knew that his son's letter
was the composition of Philip Francis, the supposed Junius I This
knowledge might have dictated the line of action which he took,
and which in some ways must appear ungracious. In his reply
to the Prince he wrote:
Though I applaud your zeal and spirit, of which, I trust, no one can
suppose any of my family wanting, yet, considering the repeated
declarations I have made of my determination on your former
applications to the same purpose, I had flattered myself to have
heard no further on the subject. Should the Implacable Enemy so
far succeed as to land, you will have an opportunity of showing
your zeal at the head of your regiment. It will be the duty of every
man to stand forth on such an occasion; and I shall certainly think
it mine to set an example in defence of everything that is dear to me
and to my people.
I ever remain, my dear son,
Your most affectionate Father,
george R.
The King had laid his plans carefully in the event of an invasion,
as the following memorandum drawn up in his own hand shows.
Lord Cornwallis to take the command of the central army, being
the real reserve of the Volunteers and all the producible forces of
the Kingdom, in case the French made any impression on the coast.
The King to move to Chelmsford if the landing was in Essex, or to
Dartford if in Kent, taking with him Mr Addington and Mr Yorke
of the Cabinet.
The Queen, &c., to remove to the Palace at Worcester.
The Bank books to be moved to the Tower, and the duplicate
books and treasure to the Cathedral at Worcester in thirty waggons
under Sir Brook Watson's management, escorted from county to
county by the Volunteers.
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